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El objetivo de esta guía es que los estudiantes identifiquen funciones de diferentes verbos modales y los apliquen en oraciones en 

diferentes contextos.   

Para dudas que tengan pueden escribirme un correo a esta dirección: yorka.sepulveda.pulmahue@gmail.com, escribiendo en el 

asunto el nombre de él o la estudiante y su curso, el horario para correos es de 9am a 7pm. Plazo de entrega: viernes 12 de junio 

hasta las 2pm  

O.A: Aplicar verbos modales en oraciones 
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Modal Verbs are auxiliary verbs. They are used with other verbs to express ability, permission, obligation, possibility, giving 

advice, offering, inviting … 

          CAN 

Can is used to express ability. 
 

He can swim very well. 

I can’t play this game. It’s too complicated. 

 

 

 

 

                        CAN – MAY 

Can and May  are used to ask for  or give 

permission. May  is also used to express 

possibility . 

 

May I leave earlier today? 

No, you may not leave earlier today.  

You can’t drive my car because you’re 16. 

I may  go away for a few weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

                   MUST  
 

 Must is used to express obligation,  

You must stop when the lights are red. 

 

Must is also used to express prohibition, 

 You mustn’t cross the road now.  

 

 

 

Complete the sentences with the correct modal: 

                          1. Before you step into the street, you   

   ____    look right and left for traffic. 

a. can                c would 

b. must              d shouldn’t 

                   2.  You _____ ride your bike on the pavement. 

a. can’t          c. wouldn’t 

b. can            d. may   

3. You ______  be listening to music while you’re pedalling.   

                      a.  can           c. must 

                      b. shouldn’t          d. may 

                4. You  _____    keep your ears open for cars. 

                          a. should            c. wouldn’t 

                          b. must             d. may            

                5.………………. you ride a bike safely? I’m not sure. 

               a. Can                    c. Must 

               b. Shouldn’t               d. May 

6.If you ride safely, I ____  let you ride your bike by 

yourself. 

a. would          c. shouldn’t 

b. may            d. should 

                7. When you ride a bike, you ____ signal before 

                     turns and lane changes.  

a.shouldn’t       c. must 

                    b. would         d. mustn’t 

                   8.  You ______ forget to put on a helmet. 

                a.  mustn’t      b. should 

                b.  wouldn’t     c. can 

9. ______ you use the front and rear brakes well? 

       a. Should           c. Can 

       b. Must             d. Would 

10.  ________you like to ride my bike now? 

    a. Can                 c. Should 

    b. Would             d. May 

11.  I  I  were you, I _____ buy a new bicycle. Yours is too old! 

    a. would         c. wouldn’t 

    b. should        d. must 

12. Carol  ____ win the first prize. She’s been training a lot! 

   a.  shouldn’t          c. may 

   b.  would             d. can’t 

     

 

             MODALS 
PRACTICE 

SHOULD – SHOULDN’T 

Should is used to give advice or to tell people    

something  is/ isn’t a  good thing to do 

 

You’re coughing a lot. You should stop 

smoking. 

You shouldn’t ride your bicycle at night 

without lights. It’s dangerous. 

              WOULD 

Would  is used to offer something or invite,  

Would you like a cup of coffee? 

 

Would  is also used in conditional sentences. 

 

If I had enough time, I would do that. 
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a) You ......................................................................................................................................... eat a heavy meal before you fly.  

b) Passengers ............................................................................................................... ........... switch off all electronic devices. 

c) You ......................................................................................... wear loose, comfortable clothes and shoes for your flight. 

d) Passengers ....................................................................................................................... smoke during take-off and landing. 

e) You .............................................................................................. take a short walk around the cabin on a long-haul flight. 

f) You ........................................................................................................................................................... drink too much alcohol. 

g) Large pets .......................................................................................................................................... go into passengers’ cabin. 

h) Passengers .............................................................................................................. label their luggage correctly. 

i) ................................................................................................................ I pay in dollars for duty-free items? 

j) Cabin crew .................................................................................................... stay calm during an emergency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Match the sentences with the pictures: 3
. 

a) You must fasten your seatbelt. 

b) You can’t smoke on this flight. 

c) You can’t use your mobile phone. 

d) You mustn’t inflate your life jacket. 

e) You should take off high heeled shoes in case of emergency. 

f) You should put your excess hand luggage under the seat in front of 

you. 

g) You have to put your hand luggage in the overhead locker. 

h) You mustn’t block the emergency exits. 

i) You can’t take any pets aboard. 

k) You can’t carry any dangerous items in your luggage. 

     Imagine that you are going to travel, complete the sentences with the correct modal. 

 

     Complete with the corresponding modal 2
. 


